BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
I shall not wish to leave my friends and my domestick com-
forts; for I do not travel for pleasure or curiosity; yet if I
should recover, curiosity would revive. In my present state,
I am desirous to make a struggle for a little longer life, and
hope to obtain some help from a softer climate. Do for me
what you can.'
He wrote to me July 26 : - 1 wish your affairs could have
permitted a longer and continued exertion of your zeal and
kindness. They that have your kindness may want your
ardour. In the mean time I am very feeble and very de-
jected.'
By a letter from Sir Joshua Reynolds I was informed, that
the Lord Chancellor had called on him, and acquainted him
that the application had not been successful; but that his
Lordship, after speaking highly in praise of Johnson, as a
man who was an honour to his country, desired Sir Joshua
to let him know, that on granting a mortgage of his pension,
he should draw on his Lordship to the amount of five or six
hundred pounds; and that his Lordship explained the mean-
ing of the mortgage to be, that he wished the business to be
conducted in such a manner, that Dr Johnson should ap-
pear to be under the least possible obligation. Sir Joshua
mentioned, that he had by the same post communicated all
this to Dr Johnson.
How Johnson was affected upon the occasion will appear
from what he wrote to Sir Joshua Reynolds : -
'Ashbourne, Sept. 9. Many words I hope are not necessary
between you and me, to convince you what gratitude is ex-
cited in my heart by the Chancellor's liberality, and your
kind offices___
*I have enclosed a letter to the Chancellor, which, when
you have read it, you will be pleased to seal with a head, or
any other general seal, and convey it to him : had I sent it
directly to him, I should have seemed to overlook the favour
of your intervention.'
To THE LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR
CM Y LORD, - After a long and not inattentive observation
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